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SERMON il. 
BY T. FISK. 


‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was cast into the sea, and gather- 
ed of every kind. Which, when it cvas full, they drew to shore, and sat down and 
gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the 
world, the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just. “And 
shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.””—-MATTHEW 13 : 47, 48, 49, 50. 





Tue terms “ Kingdom of Heaven,” and ‘* Kingdom of God,” are sup- 
posed by many,to refer to the state of the blessed, in the regions of immor- 
tality. This is a mistake—the terms are used about ninety times in the New 
Testament, and with but one single exception, signify the gospe] kingdom, 
or dispensation, which Christ came-to establish here upon earth; and over 
which he is to reign, or preside, until all enemies are subdued, and a] things 
recon. led to God. . That this is the true meaning of the phrases, will ap- 
pear plain, if we examine some few of the passages, where’ they occur.—- 
‘« Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for.theirs is, (not shall be) the kingdom of 
heaven.” ‘* Ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men.’ . No one can 
suppose that the Scribes and Pharisees, had power to close the gates of im- 
mortality—but they were shutting the gospel kingdom by their unbelief.— 
The kingdom of heaven was to be likened unto ten virgins—five wise, and 
five foolish. Does the paradise of God consist of half wise and half foolish. 
people ?—or will it ever be darkened for want of oil? The disciples were 
not to say, lo here! or lo there ! for the ‘ kingdom of God is within you ;’—it ** is 
not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
{It must, we think, be evident,to every thinking person, that the kingdom of 
heaven, and the kingdom of God, mean the gospel kingdom, or christian dis- 
pensation ; more therefore on this part of our subject, would be unnecessary. 

The parable of the net, was peculiarly appropriate to those who heard it, 
He told two of his disciples to follow him, and he would make them ‘“ fishers 
of men ;’’—they might therefore be fitly represented as casting a net over 
Jerusalem, and gathering multitudes, both bad and good.. The gospel king- 
dom was at that time likened unto.a net, &c. The Saviour does not say 
it shall be ‘like unto a net’’-&c. next week or next year, but 1s now at thie 
present time. He is speaking in the present tense. 

We now come to inquire what is meant by the end of the world, and of 
the severing the wicked from among the just. We have already seen, that 
the kingdom of heaven, spoken of in this parable, referred solely, and alone, 
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to the gospel kingdom which Christ established ypon earth—a little atten- 
tion will be all that is necessary, in order to understand what is here in- 
tended by the end of the world. It will be recollected by every one who 
is at all conversant with theology, that the phrase elam ha bo, world to come, 
referred solely and alone to the times of the Messiah—that the Jewish wri- 
ters when they say “this world and the world to come,” mean the Leviti- 
cal dispensation, and the dispensation or kingdom that was to come, viz. 
the Christian ; and in saying this, I use the words of the most celebrated 
orthodox commentators who have ever written on the subject. 

The phrase “ end of the world,” is found but very few times in the New 
Testament—-and always, in every case, without a single exception, refers to the 
end of the Mosaical dispensation, and the destruction of the Jews. ** Christ 
came once in the end of the world, to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self.’ Heb. 9: 26. End of what world—end of the material universe 9— 
Did the world end when Christ came, and yet continue eighteen hundred 
years afterwards? “On us upon whom the ends of the world arg 
come.’’—* Are come”’’—already—it had then, at that time come—not that 
it should continue eighteen hundred years. 

In Matt. 24, the disciples ask the Saviour, what should be the sign of his 
coming, and of the end of the world. He goes on to tell them. When they 
should hear and see many things, which he enumerates so minutely, they 
were then to conclude that the end was at hand—and then, when the end 
should come, he says, ‘let him that is in Judea flee to the mountains.”— 
What, flee into the mountains at the end of time—when, as we are told, the 
earth is to be burned up—of what avail would it be to flee into the moun- 
tains? No one in his senses will contend that this ** end of the world,” 
here spoken of, refers to the end of the material universe ; but to the end of 
that world, in which Christ came—the end of the Jewish dispensation. 

In the 30th and 31st verses of the same chapter, he speaks of the separa- 
ration mentioned in our text. ‘* And THEN shall appear the sign of the Son 
of Man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn—and 
THEN they shall see the Sonof Man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound 
of a Trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect (his twelve disci- 
ples—who were the elect or chosen) from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.”’ Now when was all this to take place? Why, at the 
end of the world. We grant it—but when was that? Why, says one, the 
end of time. Now what is your authority for this assertion—are you not 
taking for granted the very thing that remains to be proved? Did the Sa- 
viour say that this separation should take place at the end of the material uni- 
verse? if not, what authority have we to say, will you believe him, or the 
creeds and commandments of men? “Verily | say unto you, this genera- 
tion shall not pass away, till all these things be fulfilled.’” That generation 
has passed away—and historians inform us that all these things were fulfil- 
led to the very letter. 

That the Saviour intended by the phrase end of the world, to represent 
the end of the Mosaical dispensation, is proved from what he says in Matt. 
25.—Al! the events which should be the * sign of his coming, and of the 
end of the world,” he limits in the 24th chapter ‘to the generation then living. 
In the 25th, he illustrates these wonderful events about to take place, by three 
parables—which are similar in character and termination to the one now 





























AND UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 19 


under consideration. They evidently all refer to one and the same 
thing. ‘The separation he speaks of, between the nations (not a separa- 
tion of individuais) in the parable of sheep and goats, is the same sepa- 
ration, spoken of in the text ; and was confined to the life time of those 
to whom the parables were addressed. Upen that generatien was to 
come ali the righteous blood shed upon the earth since the creation. 
These things were to take place—this separation between the nations 
was to be made, when the Son of man should come in his glory. In 
the 16th chapter he tells us distinctly when this should be. ‘“ For the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with his holy angels ; 
and THEN shall he reward every man according to his work.” W hen 
should he come ?- Mark well— Verily I say unto you there be some 
standing here who shall nor taste death Titi they ‘see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom.” If Christ confined these events to that genera- 
tien then living upon the earth, if in the life time of those “ standing 
here” he was to come “ taking vengeace on them that know not God,” 
why do we say that these parables refer to us ? “if these things refer 
to us other than matters of history ; if ‘the end of the world’ mean the 
destruction of the material universe, how comes it to pass that no body 
uses the phrase except Christ and one of his disciples 7” Paul says “ the 
end had come”’ when he wrote. 

*'T'o prevent all mistake upon this subject, let it be distinctly remem- 
bered, that the ‘“* end of the world” is never used in the New Testa- 
ment, to signify the end of the material universe, or the least change in 
the laws of nature ; but merely an alteration of the physical and moral 
condition of the Jews and Gentiles. Keep this fact in view, and the 
term “end of the world” will never be perverted ; nor will strange fan- 
cies grow out of the sound of words; but give’ up this plain truth, and 
the New Testament is as dark as a heathen oracle.” 

We should not, perhaps, have been so particular on this part of our 
subject, if orthodox preachers would preach and write the same thing. 
When they publish a commentary to the World, they all acknowledge 
hat the view we have taken of the phrase\“ end of the world,” to be cor- 





rect ; that it referred to the end of the Mosaical dispensation ; ; and yet 


orthodox clergymen tell their hearers in their sermons, that it means the 
disoslution of the universe ! 

We now come to consider what is meant by the furnace of fire. To 
do this we shall refer directly to ‘* the law and the testimony,” and in- 
quire what the Jews, to whom this paralfe was addressed, understood 
by this phrase. I know that many pious people have been led to sup- 
pose, that “ the furnace of fire” means a place of hopeless despair in 
eternity--and the gnashing of teeth, indicates the agony of such as are 
consigned to a place of remediless woe. ButJet us ask, was Nebuchad- 
nezzar so verylike the God of heaven, when he prepared his furnace to 
roast heretics in, as this idea would i:ead us to believe? In what re- 
spect did the king of Babylon differ from the Deity, some christians 
profess to worship, except that he could burn his victims only a few. mi- 
nutes, and the Christian Deity world without end? Christians, is your 
Deity and the king of Babylon so very much alike? 

But where is this furnace—in eternity 1 Let the prophet of the Most 
High God answer: ‘ Whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace IN JERU- 
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SALEM.” Isa. xxxi. 9. Again, Ezek. xxii. 18, 22: ‘‘ Son of man, the 
house of Israel is to me become dross ; they are all brass, and tin, and 
iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace ; they are even the dross of 
silver. ‘Therefore thus saith the Lord God, because ye are all become 
dross, behold, therefore, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem, 
As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the 
midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it ; so will I gath- 
er youin mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there and 
melt you. I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, 
and ye shall be in the midst thereof: As silver is melted in the midst of 
the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof ; and ye shall 
know that | the Lord have poured out my fury upon you.” Here the 
prophet foretels the destruction of the Jews—speaks of the same gath- 
ering to which the Saviour alludes in the parable under consideration, 
where the same furnace is mentioned ; and this the prophet affirms was IN 
JERUSALEM. From a reference to all the texts where the word fur- 
nace occurs, it will be seen that it is always used to signify some tempo- 
ral judgment, calamity, or distress. Egypt and Jerusalem are calleda 
furnace—-but few will be so extravagant as to suppose, that these were 
places of endless torture. If, as is the fact, Egypt and Jerusalem are 
the only places that are called a furnace in the whole bible, by what 
parity of reasoning do we affirm, that the Saviour in this parable, meant 
a place of interminable horror and despair ? 

The Saviour did not tell the Jews, nor any body else, that he was speak- 
ing of a furnace in eternity ; and we therefore have no authority for 
believing that he alluded to such a place, but the traditions, creeds, and 
commandments of men. Let us searcli the scriptures for ourselves : let 
us examine this subject, comparing scripture with scripture, and 
though a Pharaoh, or a Nebuchadnezzar, a Nero, or a Caligula, might 
gratify their malignant passions by roasting their victims, without mer- 
cy, yet our Father who is in heaven, does not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men. 





——— 
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SERMON IlIl, 


BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 


Those who believe that God either cannot, or will not save all mankind 
from sin and transgression, frequently advert to the sin against the Holy 
Ghost as proof positive of the doctrine of never ending cruelty and despair. 
Matt. 12: 31,32. ‘* Wherefore I say unto you, all manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men : but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nei- 
ther in the world to come.’’ These words of Jesus were addressed 
to the Pharisees, who said he cast out devils by Baalzebub, the 
prince of devils ; and in so saying, it would seem they uttered blasphemous 
words against the Holy Spirit of God. We have now to inquire, what rea- 
son we have for believing that this sin or blasphemy, could not be forgiven 
as easily as any other sin or blasphemy? To say that some sins are se 
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small that they can be forgiven, and others so great, that they cannot be for- 
given, is to violate our reason; and to pervert the scriptures. We ask a- 
gain, and press the question, ‘is there any proof that this blasphemy is 
more heinous than other sins, that it never can be forgiven to all eternity ?”” 

The Saviour says ‘t all manner of sin and blasphemy shall (not may) be 
forgiven unto men.”” In a parallel passage in Mark, he says, “ ALL sins 
suaLt BE forgiven unto men, and blasphemies wherewithsoever they shall 
blaspheme.’’ Are notthese declarations positive, absolute, and unequivocal ? 
——are they not evidently without lititation or exception ?—do not the 
expressions ‘* all manner of sin and blasphemy’’—* all sins shall be forgiven 
unto men, and blasphemies wherewithsoever they shall blaspheme,’’ compre- 
hend each, all, and every kind? Is there the least shadow of exception in 
favor of some sins and some blasphemes? No, there is no exception, con- 
dition nor @ntingency in the case—we have a plain, positive, and uncondi- 
tional declaration of the Son of God, that all sins and blasphemies 
SHALL BE forgiven unto men, without any ifs, or ands, buts, whys, or 
wherefores. Now do you suppose he is about to contradict himself in the ° 
very next breath, and say he meant no such thing? That there wasa_ sin 
which should not be forgiven as long as God should exist? God forbid. It 
is the unwarrantable translation of the latter verse which has contradict- 
ed the Saviour, not that he has contradicted himself. ‘ Neither in this 
world, neither the world to come,” is a mistranslation. Dr. Adam Clarke, 
the Methodist commentator, says, ‘* Though I follow the common translation, 
yet | am fully satisfied that ihe meaning of the words is neither in this dis- 
pensation, viz. the Jewish, nor in that which is to come, viz. the Christian—-for 
olam ha bo, the world tocome, is a constant phrase for the times of the Messiah, 
by the Jewish writers.”’ In this view of the subject he is fully sustained by 
Dr. Campbell, another orthodox commentator. According to this, the text 
would read, ‘it shall not be forgiven, neither in the Jewish, neither in the 
Christian dispensation.” 

The word rendered world, in the text we are examining, is transla- 
ted seventy-two times, ever, thirty-six times, world, seven times, never, 
twice, age, in the New Testament, and signifies a period of time either long- 
er or shorter, but NEVER an endless duration. Heb. 9: 26.—* But 
now, once, in the end of the world, hath he (Christ) appeared, to put a- 
way sin by the sacrifice of himself.” End of what world ?—not the end of 
the material Universe, but the end of the Jewish dispensation. Paul says, 
Rom. 10: 11. * and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come,”’ that is the end of the Mosaical dispensa- 
tion. ‘The word which is in ali these passages rendered world, is never 
used to signify the material Universe. Were it not for the concluding 
words of the passage we are now examining, it would be a mass of 
nonsense and contradiction. ‘ All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men, but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men.”’ Now stop here, and it is not in the power of lan- 
guage to express a plainer contradiction. The last clause, however, ex- 
plains this apparent incongruity—though the sin should not be forgiven, 
neither in that age nor in the coming one, yet the declaration that it should 
be forgiven, stood in its full force. If 1 were to say I shall visit New-York 
or Boston—here would be an absolute and unconditional declaration ; and if 
I were to add, but [ shall not, neither this week, neither the week thatis ° 
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to come, it would by no means militate against the previous declaration. 
So with the declaration of the Saviour; he says, unequivocally, that all man- 
ner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but because it may 
be a long time before this one sin of which he speaks shall be forgiven, it by 
no means proves that it will never take place. 

But, says one, Mark has it “he hath never forgiveness.” Does the Sa- 
viour contradict himself? will you make Deists of us at once? This _pas- 
sage is evidently a mistranslation, for it is not good sense as it now stands, 
The best copies read, he hath not now forgiveness, or hath not forgiveness 
to the age. Those who committed this sin were liable to eternal damna- 
tion ; we say, they were not only liable to it, but that they are actually suf- 
fering it, as all must admit who are conversant with their history. No 
one who reads a Greek Bible, so as to understand what he reads, will for one 
moment contend that the word rendered eternal, (See Mark 35: 29.) means 
an endless duration ; therefore, to say more on this point would be super- 
fluous. No people on earth, save the Jews, could ever commit this sin 
of blasphemy ; none but those who were eye witnesses of his miracles, could 
sin against the Holy Ghost; it is a moral impossibility. The Jews, in as- 
cribing the miracles of Christ to demoniacal agency, committed the sin of 
of blasphemy, iF it ever was committed. They who acted thus, could nev- 
er be converted to the Christian faith, because they resisted the highest pos- 
sible evidence of its truth. They therefore remained in the same forlorn 
situation or condition, in which Christianity found them, which is express- 
ed by the phrase, ‘* hath not forgiveness,” and were, in consequence, liable 
to eternal damnation, that is, to an age or dispensation of punishment, chas- 
tisement, condemnation or damnation. Their eyes were blinded, and will 
so continue to be, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in, when out of 
Sion shall come the deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob, 
and so all Israel shall be saved. (See Rom. 10.) For further proof of the 
position we have taken, see Dr. Belsham, Archbishop Neweome, Bishop 
Pearce, and other distinguished commentators. 





SERMON IV. 


** Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi 
tions of men and not after Christ.”” Col. ii. 8. 





What, spoil a Christian? There is nothing more easy, however 
wonderful it may seem. All mankind have an imperfect constitution ; 
some mixture of folly in their composition, so that even religion ‘ pure 
and undefiled,” the power of God and the wisdom of God, may be per- 
verted, and christians spoiled. ‘‘Beware lest any man spoil you through” 
What? Ignorance, blasphemy, or any iniquity? No. The primi- 
tive Christians were in very little danger of being spoiled in that way ; 
but they were to beware lest they were spoiled through philosophy. A 
most curious caution truly. Why, what had philosophy—peaceable, 
quiet, unoffending philosophy, done, that christians must be put on their 
guard? In the early ages of the world, while heroes were laying waste 
cities and countries, the quiet philosophers injured no one ; but on the 
contrary, strove to ameliorate the condition of mankind. Why, then 
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caution men against philosophy? For the plain reason, that christiani- 
ty and vain philosophy, do not rest onthe same foundation. Philosophy 
is made up of abstruse speculations, and metaphysical inferences of 
frail, erring man. Christianity is a code of precepts and instructions 

written by inspiration of God ; founded upon plain, simple facts, and 





facts alone. 


We do not expect that the apostle intended to check free inquiry on 
any and every subject connected with christianity—nor that he meant 
to decry human learning ; but that he was anxious to guard them 
against vain deceit—against an improper application of their learning 
or philosophy. There are many in the world who have not the advan- 
tages of learning ; but they need not the aid of philosophy to know that 
it is day when the sun shines. There are on the other hand those who 
make a vain show of learning which they do not possess, and others who 
do possess it, abuse it; yet this by no means proves that it is dangerous 
to be well informed. The apostle could not intend to destroy philoso- 
phy, but to direct it in a proper channel ; not against its use, but against 
its abuse, would he guard the christian world. . 

The doctrine of christianity is as plain asthe doctrine of nature ; and 
by its close resemblance to the things that are made, with every thing 
we see around us, we are led to conclude that the Creator of the one, is 
the Author of the other. This conclusion we can form without the aid 
of artificial philosophy ; reason and common sense are sufficient of them- 
selves. But let a philosopher preach on these subjects, and he must ran- 
sack all his musty folios that should have been buried with their authors 
to find out what God is, whether matter or spirit ; a lump of clay, or 
the ‘“* Eternal mind” before he can speak to the point at all. By this 
time his hearers are asleep ; his time is exhausted, and the congrega- 
tion return to their homes as wise as they came. The philosopher is 
not satisfied with this, in turning over the leaves of his bible, he finds (or 
thinks he does, which amounts to the same thing) some discrepancy in 
the different accounts of seme important event. Away he goes to his 
church without taking the trouble to examiue any farther, and warns his 
hearers against believing what is contained in the scriptures. Matthew 
says one thing ; Mark another ; Luke another—* but no two happening 
to hit upon the same thing.” Besides the scriptures were written a great 
while ago, and it is very possible, that there are two lies recorded to one 
truth —nothing is more likely in his opinion. Thus he gets rid of all 
farther trouble with the use of a little philosophy. How convenient a 
thing it is: why without it, a man would be obliged to examine the 
proofs of the authenticity of the sacred writings : he would have tu look 
into their internal evidences. But with the use of a little philosophy he 
at one “ fell swoop” demolishes the whole superstructure, and christian- 
ity is annihilated. 

Let us distinguish between fact and speculation; between experience 
and vain philosophy. A philosopher might as easily prove to as that 
because there are spots on the sun’s disk it is of no benefit to the world, 
as to attempt to prove that because the scriptures may have suffered in 
translating, they are of no possible advantage to us. We say, beware 
lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit. 

The scriptures inform us that if a man dies, he shall live again ; that 
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Jesus lives, and because he lives, we shall live also. Give this congol- 
ing truth to a philosopher, and he goes to work and anatomizes or 
dissects the human body. ‘This part is earth, air, fire, or water ; nei- 
ther of these is «mmortal, therefore man has no principle of immortality, 
nor ever willhave. Tell such philosophers, by reason of whom the way 
of truth is evil spoken of, that the same God who. makes us live forty 
years, can make us live as many millions of ages if he pleases ; that 
the gospel does not require us to ascertain what is matter, and what is 
spirit ; but to believe that ‘ we shall not all sleep, but shall all be chan- 
ged.” Leta philosopher speak on these subjects, and he dissects them 
into a thousand different parts, and having given each its Egyptian, Pa- 
gan, Hebrew, or Greek name, to show that he is a learned man ; hay- 
ing by his paste and patch-work, trickery and gew gaws, made of a plain, 
simple fact, either an unintelligible mystery, or a glaring falsehood, he 
sits down satisfied that he is a non-such; a paragon of philosophy ; 
and flatters himself that wisdom will die with him. We end as we be- 
gan, ‘* Beware lest any man spoil you.” 


a ee 


VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

** Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, know- 
ing of whom thou hast learned; and that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.’’—2 Trmorny, iii. 14, 15. 

Mr. Editor—The above words of Paul, were intended as a caution to 
Timothy; Paul having, in the preceding verse, declared, that *‘ evil 
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being de- 
ceived.”” It would seem, that when a man is himself deceived by em- 
bracing error, he is soon actively employed in attempting to deceive and 
seduce others. And it is a logical inference, that such deceivers shall 
“wax worse and worse;’’ as the influence of error, deception, and false- 
hoou, &c. cannot be supposed to make men better. That a man labor- 
ing under the mania of this deception should have an exalted opinion of 
himself, his own talents and acquirements, and profess a doubtful, or 
equivocal opinion of the Scriptures, and with much plausible pretence 
try to seduce others, is quite as reasonable a supposition in our day, as 
in Paul’s time. 

If the Scriptures are able to make men wise unto salvation, &c., and 
Paul asserts they are—they are certainly valuable to the world of man- 
kind. It is a blessing to have the Scriptures, and to draw wisdom from 
them ; and it must be a curse to be seduced by “ evil men and seducers,”’ 
to think or speak lightly of them. 

Knowing your purpose, Mr. Editor, to publish a religious paper in 
this city, professedly to propagate the Gospel of Christ, as taught by 
him and his apostles, I have taken the liberty to address you, and, in 
the words of Paul to his beloved son Timothy, send you a friendly cau- 
tion. Therefore, I counsel thee, and say, ‘* Continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned,” &c. Or, for I will rather say, let Pau. coun- 
sel thee, and listen to his solemn admonition, and profit by it. Surely 
Paul’s care of Timothy, his solicitude for hig well-being, and his Chris- 
tian admonitions, are a strong evidence of his sincere regard for him.— 
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Good advice is an offered medicine to the soul; while the ministration 
of error resembles, in its effects, the infusion of poison into the organs of 
life, and carries death in its train. 

The character of Paul, if an argument be wanting to give force to his 
exhortation, is sufficient. Paul has given the world an example of pa- 
tience under suffering, zeal for the truth, constancy in faith, love and 
devotion to the cause of his Master, a disregard of worldly honors, and of 
self-advancement, superior even to the fulsome pretensions of -all the 
‘¢ evil men and seducers” under heaven. The exalted character of Paul 
is a glorious comment on the blessed influence of the Gospel of Christ, in 
the heart of a true believer. 

Paul had one object--the applause, and the frowns of a world, could 
not divert him from it. His faith could not be assailed by men, and his 
attention diverted from the testimony of his Lord; for his life was haz- 
arded for the faith of Jesus; and a constant experience of danger and 
peril, raised his soul above the fear of death, while the panoply of truth 
covered him with a shield, as with a garment. 

The humble dignity of Paul’s character was exhibited in a clear light, 
when he enumerated the distinguishing traits of a Christian, in his ad- 
mirable exhortation to others.‘ Take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all,to stand. Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breast-plate of righteousness : and your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace: above all, taking the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God ”—Epuesians vi. 13 —17. 

[ will conclude, Mr. Editor, by reiterating Paul’s advice— Above ail, 
take the shield of faith” —and, having taken j it, hold it fast for-ever ! 

PAULUS. 


SOARES TELLS Ty 


NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD. address you. It has been a proud consola- 
tion to the Universalists, amidst all the ob- 
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To the Second Universalist Society in the 
city of New-York. 
BRETHREN, 

With that bitter anguish of soul which we 
feel on viewing the backsliding of one be- 
loved—with that trembling earnestness with 
which we address him who has wandered 
from the path of rectitude—-with_ sorrow 
mingled with shame and humiliati@p. do I 








loquy, which ignorant, or designing ortho- 
doxy, has heaped upon their cause, and its 
defenders, that they have been consistent in 
supporting the truth ; that they have never 
turned to the right hand nor to the left; that 
they have never been awed by the clamors 
of bigotry, or seduced by the allurements of 
self interest ; that they have sacrificed all to 
the gospel! This was true, but is it? 
Alas ! no. Principle has been sacrificed at 
the altar of mammon !_ Christ and his gos- 
pel have again been sold for thirty pieces of 
silver! As our opponents tauntingly ob- 
serve §G- “Frances Wright has performed 
for the benefit of the Universalists ! ! !’? 


Who, and what is this woman ? What 
are her doctrines, what are the tenets, which 
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with all the fanaticism of anti-fanaticism, she 
would substitute for those upon which the 
moral existence of society is based? _Lis- 
ten all ye who know her not, and shudder ! 


“ Some days ago, we expressed our astonish- 
ment at the atfendance of Ladies at Miss 
Wright’s Lectures. From what we have since 
heard, we believe they have done it ignorantly 
and that to many who would utterly abhor her 
system if they understood it, our language may 
have seemed too severe. We regret that it 
was not before in our power to publish what 
the kindness of a fiiead enables us to do now : 
it might have saved some the mortification 
that they must feel from having mixed with 
the audience of such a woman. We quote 
from ‘‘ Explanatory Notes respecting the na- 


ture and objects of the Institution of Nashoba, | 
and of the principles upon which it is founded. | 


By Frances Wright.” Miss Wright was the 
founder of the institution she describes, and 
the “ Explanatory Notes” were published by 
herself in the New Harmony Gazette. We 
copy but a small part only of what she says on 
the subject of marriage,and omit what is most 
disgusting. She holds the following lan- 
guage : 

“ The marriage law, existing without the 
pale of the institution, is of no force within 
that pale. No woman can forfeit her individ- 
ual rights or independent existence, and no 
man assert over her any right or power what- 
soever beyond what he may exercise over her 
free and voluntary affections. 
other hand, may any woman assert claiis to 
the society or peculiar protection of any indi- 
vidual of the other sex, beyond wh. mutual 
inclination dictates and sanctions ; while, to 
every individual member of either sex, is secu- 
red the friendly protection and aid ofall. 

“The tyranny usurped by the matrimonial 
law, over the most sacred of the human affec- 
tions, can perhaps only be equalled by that of 
the unjust public opinion, which so frequently 
stamps with infamy, or condemns to mar- 
tyrdom the best grounded and most generous 
attachments which ever did honor to the hu- 
man heart, simply because unlegalized by hu- 
man ceremonies equally idle and offensi-e in 
the form, and mischievous in the tendency.” 

‘“¢ The children denominated illegitimate, 


Nor, on the | 


thers, will ye suffer your daughters, to lis- 
ten to principles whose poison may insinu- 
ate into their unformed minds, and biight 
and wither each virtuous feeling? Have 
ye sons, and do ye wish them toruna race 
of profligacy ; do ye wish them to become 
**** and ***** and then be able to answer 
to your rep oof, ‘* Father, these are the doc- 
trines from the preachingof which you de- 
rived profit ; I have but followed the im- 
pulses of nature---these connections were 
formed under ‘‘ the auspices of kind feel- 


ings!’ What can ye answer ? 


But ye have sinned ignorantly, and not 
I cannot, I will not, believe that 
approved, or approve of this 
Ye owe it to your own char- 
ye owe it te 


willingly. 
the society 
procedure. 
acters as virtuous citizens ; 
the body of which ye are members to come 
out from among the abettors of this unholy 
transaction. Let your acts, not words on- 
ly, show that you deprecate the course that 
has been pursued without your knowledge 
and consent. It you allow this dark shadew, 
| this foul blot to rest upon the fair fame of 
| Universalists, will it not be a reproach to all? 
| Will it not give nse to a thousand ma‘icious 
misrepresentations on the part of orthodoxy? 
| We all know how industrious they have been 
in inventing calumnies----like Archimedes, 
| they have asked but one point to rest upon, 
and they would shake us to the centre--- 
| Shall they find it ? shall we turn traitors te 
and give it them? No. 
once for all---No. Let us arise, one and all, 
| and say to the world, that we reject the pal- 
| try bribe which is offered us in exchange for 


| 


' r 
| ourselves We say 


| 


or natural, (as if in contradistinction of every thing man holds near and dear. Arise 


others who should be out of nature because 
under law,’ &e.) ** Let us not attach ideas 
of purity to monastic chastity * * * nor 
ideas of vice to connexions formed under the 
auspices of kind feeling !! Let us inquire, 
not if amother bea wife, or a father a hus- 
band,” &c. 
“ We omit the most offensive and indelicate 
assages; our pages seem to us already defiled, 
but we have been quoting the language of a 
FEMALE who is now lecturing in our city, 
and who has had among her hearers the in- 
telligent and refined of both sexes! Ought 
we to have been silent ?” 


Are ye husbands ? will ye suffer the ears 
of your wives to be polluted ? Are ye fa- 


| then ; every christian, every one who re- 
| spects moral virtue, expects it of you to put 
far away the wages of shame and degrada- 
‘tion ! Every Universalist expects you to 
disown by your deeds, the slanderous impu- 
tation, that Universalism and Atheism are 
identified. Awake brethren ; come forth 
and tell the world that the work of righteous- 
| ness shall not be f rwarded by the wages of 
infamy ; that the CORRUPTER of youth 
is non@@of us---for ‘‘ what concord hath 
vty: Belial ? or what part hath he 
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that believeth with an infidel? Where- 
fore, come out from among them and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 


anclean thing.” 
T. Fisk, Ed. N. Y. Gos. Herald. 





Will Universalist ministers believe that a fe- 
male who resorts to low witless ridicule, in or- 
der to disprove the existence of a Supreme Be- 
ing, lectures in a Universalist pulpit in the 
city of New-York ? “ How is the gold be- 
come dim, and the most fine gold changed.” 


Put your finger on the map of the world ; 
trace the bounds of civilization, and you 
trace the bounds of christianity. Look to 
those countries where the religion of Jesus 
is unknown, and there, woman is a slave ! 
What then must we think of a female, who 





would fain destroy a religion which raises | 


woman to that rank and standing in society, 
to which she was originally designed ? 





Some of our best friends, here have become 
disgusted with every thing that bears the name 
of RELIGION, and have hung their harps upon 
the willows. ‘‘ An enemy hath done this.” 





We take the liberty of stating to our read- 
ers, that the declaration of a certain female, 
that she was invited to preach in a church in 
Philadelphia, by the Universalists—is untrue. 





TO OUR PATRONS. 

By a notice published on our last page, it 
will be seen that wé shall receive an invalua- 
ble accession to the list of contributors to the 
New York Gospel Herald, in the talents of 
our highly esteemed brother in the faith, Mr. 
R. CANFIELD, late Editor of the Religious 
Inquirer. 


NEW UNIVERSALIST PAPER. 

Br. R. Canfield is about issuing proposals, 
for a new paper to be published in the city of 
New-York, devoted to miscellany and the 
boundless goodness of God. From the high 
reputation which the Inquirer has acquired, 
since it has been under his control, and his 
well known talents, as an Editor, we doubt 
not that it will have an extensive circulation. 
We have been made acquainted with his plan, 
and think his paper will not only pe the hand- 
somest in the connexion, but als@™one of the 
most useful. 


Our work goes bravely on. If our friends 
in the country, follow the example of those in 
the city, we shall shortly issue TWENTY 
FIVE HUNDRED copies. We have already 
struck off a second edition of our first number. 


Why is it, that in the history of the crea- 
tion, there is nothing said about the formation 
of hell? It surely was too important an event 
to be passed over in silence. How shall we 
account for the conduct of the sacred histori- 
an—was he ignorant of the facts respecting 
this awful place ? if not, why did he never say 


a word about it ? 
The orthodox clergy pretend to weep over 


the awful and undone condition of their poor 
wicked neighbors, when, at the same time 
they believe, that their condemnation will add 
to the happiness of the saints in the world to 
come. Now if the damnation of one, will af- 
| ford them pleasure, in another world, to be 
| consistent they should rejoice to see all man- 
kind, except themselves, travelling the down- 
This alone could make 











| ward road to ruin. 
their bliss complete. 





‘‘ For therefore we both labor and suffer re- 
proach, because we trust in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of ALL men.” Wowcan 
God be said to be the Saviour of all men, if 
nine tenths are lost—and lost for ever ! 





We love God, says John (not because he 
will punish in another world, but) because 
he first loved us. 





Why did not Adam, Noah, Abraham? Moses, 
David, &c. &c. preach the doctrine of endless 
cruelty, if it has such a wonderful tendency to 
make men live soberly, righteously and godly, 
in the present world ? 





Would it not have been greater goodness in 
God to have annihilated our first parents on 
the very day of their transgression, if the con- 
sequences of sin are to be so awful as they 
have been represented, than to have preserved 
them in being to entail endless wretchedness 
upon countless millions ? 





Did God ever give man liberty tosin? Wf 
so, what right has he to punish him for that 
which he gave him liberty to do? Ifa pa- 
rent gives a child liberty to act just as he plea- 
ses, would the parent have any right to cal! 
him to an account for his conduct ” 
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caf ye believe i ‘that Tam he, ye shall pen dently. How long will you, thro’ 
die in your sins.” Does Jesus say that they | fear of man, and by a love of what is 
were to be tortured in hell afterwards ? called popularity, consent to lend 
your influence and support to a doe- 


trine you do not, in your souls be- 
because they are our own, and not because | ,. : . : : 
‘lieve, and to withhold both from the 


they are right. How many of us read, not to | . * 
flad.what is right, but to find ounserves | “22° which you really think to be the 
right ! true one? — Americans : remember 
| your birth-nght, and sell it not. Re- 
Some people are curious enough to inquire | MC: nber the patrimony left you by 
how the Devil can be conriven in hell, and | Our patriotic sires who toiled and suf- 
yet be in Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, | fered and bled to make you free—and 
after all, dare you not be free? Dare 
| you not exercise that independence 
'which is secured to every citizen, 
alike, by the Constitution of our hap- 
py country? Awake, then, like men. 
Slumber not while some modern De- 
‘lilah shears you of your strength— 
| rest not in indifference while the ene- 


Bible. my binds his fascinating cords around 
Will any offer praise to God in the regions | vou, to make you his prey. 

of eternal despair ? Can both praise and blas- | 

phemy glorify God ? 

















How many of us maintain our own opinions | 





at one and the same time ! 


Whom will God destroy in eternity—the 
devil, or his children ’ 





When death, the last enemy shall be de- 
stroyed, where will another be found? 





‘“ Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth me.”— 


From this time henceforth let Union 
be the watchword. Let us put our 
strength together and unitedly engage, 
with an unusual ardor, in the cause of 
truth and righteousness. No man 
will ever be respected, until he re- 

LETTER I. spects himself. This is equally as true 
‘Hang your banner on the outer wall.’ | of bodies as of individuals. The rights 

Breruren—It is time to wake up/ of none will be respected until they 
and go forth resolutely in the holy! resolve to claim and exercise them.— 
contest for truth. This lying still Do you always wish to be oppressed? 
and doing nothing will never answer. | ffave you forgotten what the illustri- 
We must brush all trifles away, and} oys Jefferson said—that ‘we were 
arise manfully in the strength of the} not born with saddles on our backs, 
mighty God of Jacob, to defend our- ready to be ridden by ambitious eccle- 
selves and the cause we have embra-| siastics, as soon as we have acquired 
ced, against the disciplined forces of| strength to bear the pondcrous bur- 
theenemy. He hascounted his num-} den?” If it is on you, throw it off.— 
bers—his hosts are marshalled, « ried The effort will require some resolu- 
already are they engaged to put down | ¢ion, but it will well repay the under- 
the only x rational and pure miigion | taking. Wherever there is a number 
ever given to mortals. We owe a!» yery small number—of liberal 
duty to God, to ourselves and to pos-| christians, let them wnite and adopt 
terity, which we must faithfully dis-| measures for the spread and enjoy- 
charge, forgetting all minor consider-| ment of truth. Form into societies, 
ations. How long will you consent/ and let no trifling differences divide 
to be slaves in a free country? ‘Slaves’ | you—let no root of bitterness spring 
did we say? Yes, every man is a men-| yp amougyes It is astonishing how 





The following Letters to Liberal C Shristians, 
are from the pen of Rev. W. A. Drew, the 
talented editor of the Christian Intelligencer. 
They wil] amply repay the reader for an atten- 
tive perusal —Ep. 


REN 





tal slave who dares not think for him- much a well united and resolved 
self, speak as he thinks, and act inde-' to effect something, cando. ‘ Come 
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P out and be ye separate.”’ Support 
that and that only which you believe 
to be true. Reserve your strength 
for your own cause, and lend it not 
to others who will use it to oppress 

you. We speak in earnest, and hope 

to be so understood. ‘We address 
ourselves to every liberal reader, and 
trust he will receive our exhortations 
accordingly. We shall say more on 
this subject hereafier: at present we 
conclude in the words of {saiah— 

+ Awake! awake! put on thy strength, 

O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, 

O Jerusalen—shake thyseif from ihe 


dust—loose thyself from the bands of 


thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.” 








COMMUNICATIONS. 
BRIEF DIALOGUES---No. 2. 





Limitarian, Yours isa very bad 
doctrine 
Universalist. Do not all good men 


pray to God, ‘in the name of Christ,” 
that all mankind may be converted, 
** come to the knowledge of the truth,” 
and be saved ? 

L. Why, yes; [t must acknow- 
ledge they do; forsuch prayers are 
the very gentus of christianity. 

U. ‘That can hardly be a bad doc- 
trine for which all good men pray ; 
and as you acknowledge such prayers, 
and such a doctrine to be the “ very 
genius of christianity,” of course you 
believe that Christ will answer these 
prayers, as he promised in John xvi. 
23, and that all mankind will be sa- 
ved ? 

L. He will save those only who 
truly repent and believe in him, and as 
all do not this, of course he will not 
answer their prayers so far as the wick- 
ed are prayed for. 

U. But my dear sir, do you not see 
that this will not be answering their 
prayers at all. Those who have re- 
pented and believe in Christ need not 
conversion ; therefore the prayer is 
made only for the wicked, who have 
not evpemre &c. Will he answer 
as he has promised, cr will he break 
his dying pledge ? [The Limitarian 
shuffied in his seat, but answered not a 
word.] Christ came not to save the 
righteous, but to call sinners to repen- 





ithe Sabbath. 


tance—now, if his mission be fulfilled, 
if the prayers of al) good men be an- 
swered, will not Universalism be true, 
and of course, is it not a good doctrine’ 
Friend Limitarian luckily remember- 
ed an engagement, and walked off 
without answering. 


SOMETHING STRANGE—*# true. 
A reverend gentleman, of the Lu- 
theran church, in reply to the inqui- 
ries of one of his flewk, said, ‘* that 
many opinions had prevailed respect- 
ing Adam’s fall, his losing his immor- 
tality, having to suffer death, &c. but 
that after much study on the subject 
he had come to the following conclu- 
sion: ‘The tree of knowledge bore a 
fruit which was, in its nature, a slow 
poison, and to which the fruit on the 
tree of life was a complete antidote. 
Now Adam’s eating of the former, and 
being debarred from eating of the lat- 
ter, the subtle poison spread gradually 
throughout his whole system, reduced 
it to mortality, and finally produced 
death !” ‘This, if not in his exact 
words, is at least the substance of this 
new and elegant theory. Whata pity 
that the Rev. gentleman cannot finda 
foundation in the bible on which to 
place this darling child : it perishes 
for want of support. A. B. G. 








‘“< If I believed the doctrine taught 
by Universalists, | would violate eve- 
ry commandment, human or divine,—- 
but I cannot believe it.” Such lan- 
guage is frequently used by our oppo- 
nents. Says my friend H. “Iseea 
very wise arrangement of Providence 
in not piacing a sufficient motive be- 
fore the minds of such persons, to in- 
duce them to believe our views cor- 
rect, if they would lead them to the 
mT ser of the crimes apprehend- 
ed,”’ 

Petitions to Congress are in circu- 
lation, to have the United States mail 
stopped onthe Sabbath. I will sign it 
if security be given me that a clause 
will be inserted in the law, to prevent 
three other grievances ; viz. 

1, ‘The ebbing and flowing of the 
tide : 

2. Clergymen travelling to and 
from church : 

3. The circulation of the blood os 
FOX. 
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For the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 


Infiuity cannot be divided. 
possible number of findties (if I may 
use the expression) can make one in- 
Jinity. If therefore one sin be infinite 
in its nature and consequences, a mil- 
lion can be no more. It follows, that 
the transgression of the commandment 
which enjoins obedience to parents, 
would subject the transgressor to as 
great an amount of punishment, as 





murdering those parents ! ! 

Again—if sin be infinite, all the) 
crime committed since the transgres- | 
sion of Adam, amounts to—just noth- | 
ing at all! FOX, 





S— ear 





UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 
THE WAY TO BE SAVED.—Tracr 


No. 179. pp. 12. American Tract Society, 
&e. &e. 


Groundless assertions, and arguments de- 
duced therefrom, wild, bombastic periods, 
inflated, high sounding sentences, concealing 
the want of sense beneath the weight of 
words, are the peculiar characteristics of the 
puerile production now before us. [It com- 
mences as is usual in such publications with 





an assertion. 


** To be saved, is to be delivered from a 
course of eternal sinning, and eternal suffer- 


ing.”’ p. 1. 

We should like to know what authority 
any person has for preaching the doctrine of 
‘** eternal sinning, and eternal suffering.” 
There is nothing said in the bible about sin- 
ning in eternity. Whatissin ? The trans- 
gression of the law. What is the law ? 
Thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not murder, 
&c. &c. Where there is no law there is no 
transgression—therefore in order for people 
to sin in hell, the law must exist there, and 
must be transgressed, or there is no sin. 
Will any be tempted to steal in hell? Will 
not the damned have a sufficiency of brim- 
stone and fire, without increasing the quan- 
tity by unlawful means ? Will they mur- 
der in hell? If they do, may they not de- 
populate the place ? It is passing strange 
that people will talk about sinning in hell, 
without the authority either of reason, scrip- 
ture, or common sense. 





But what do modern soul-savers mean 


No | by a “ course of eternal sinning” ? Do 


they mean that ‘‘ the damned in hell,”’ will 
have the power of sinning in this ‘‘ prison of 
the universe” ? If the governor of a peni- 
tentiary were to permit the convicts under 
his care, to go on in transgression, he would 
be accused of weakness, and inattention— 
what then shall be said of Omnipotent im- 
becility, and Omniscient inattention ! 


**To be saved,”’ says our orthodox brother, 
** is to be delivered from a course of eternal 
suffering.”” Wedo hope that the time may 
come, when the mere ipse dixit of an ortho- 
dox divine, will not be taken for gospel 
truth. Is it not superlatively absurd, for us 
to talk of being saved from eternal suffering, 
when we were never even threatened with 
any such thing ? The scriptures tell us that 
Christ came into the world to save sinners—- 
but they no where inform us, that he came 
to save them from “‘ eternal suffering.”” Our 
author therefore uses words without meaning, 
when he says, ‘‘ the sinner is saved from 
eternal suffering’’—for he was never in any 
danger of such suffering. The scriptures no 
where threaten sinners with eternal death, 
or endless torture, as the penalty of a broken 
law. We object to this scheme of salvation, 
because the supposition that a law exists 
with such a penalty attached to it, would 
brand the giver with cruelty. Such a pen- 
alty could not be intended for the reforma- 
tion of the offender, and is therefore repug- 
nant to every attribute of our common Fa- 
ther. If Christ came to save us from ‘‘ eter- 
nal suffering,”” why does he not perform the 
work he came todo ? If the object of his 
mission was to save men from an endless 
hell, why did he not go where hell was ? 
All the pious doctors affirm that hell is in 
eternity ; and they abuse us for saying that 
there is a hell upon earth. Now if they are 
correct, if there is no hell in the present 
state of existence, why did Christ come to 
save us from a hell, where no hell is ? 


Ifa physician, who has a patient in New 
York, was to sail for the West-Indies in or- 
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der to save him, we should doubt the sanity 
of his mind. 

The truth is, Christ came into the world 
to save sinners from their sins, not from pu- 
nishment. But suppose we grant, for the 
sake of the argument, that he came to save 
men from hell—would it not follow that the 
he!l fom which he came to save them, was 
in this world? Ifnot, why did he come 
here at all ? 

«< If any sin in another world, no doubt 
pardoning mercy will flow as freely there as 
here’ —for where sin abounds, grace does 
much more abound. We shall have the 
same God ina future state, that we have 
here ; and if the inhabitant shall say ‘‘ 1 am 
sick,’’ he will no doubt employ a physician 
there, as well as here upon earth. But as we 
cannot sin in a future state, we shall have 
nothing there to be saved from—but the ten- 
der mercy of our God ! 

We have seen, and d@ testify, says the 
apostle, that the Father sent the Son, to be 
the Saviour of THE WORLD. Not ofa 
few, a part, a small number—-but ‘‘ the 
world ;”? a noun of multitude comprehend- 
ing each and every sentient being, in the 
universe of God. Now then a question a- 
rises, will he perform the work which the 
Father sent him to do? _If he does not, it 
will not be for want of power, for ALL 
power is givenhim ! It will not be for 
want of disposition, for he Loven us, and 
gave himself for us. Suppose he should on- 
ly save a part, when he was sent to save 
“* the world,’ could the Father say, “ this 
is my beloved Son, in whom [I am weil 
pleased ?”° 

Listen again to this merciful disciple. 


‘* What must it be to spend eternity in 
sinning ; and enduring all its consequences, 
without mitigation, and without end ? 

** Pain is hard to be borne, for a single 
year ; and if intense, for asingle day. The 
stoutest heart will droop under it, and with- 
er like the flower cut down by the mower. 
What must it be to bear eternal pain, raised 
to the highest pitch of endurance, admit- 
ting of no alleviation, and po possibility, or 
even hope of an end ! 

** To this eternity of unmingled wretch- 
edness, every impenitent sinner is now ex- 
posed. Nothing but the brittle thread of 








life, which may be sundered at any moment, 
keeps him from the world of wo.” p. 2. 


‘* To this eternity of unmingled wretched- 
ness, every impenitent sinner is now expo- 
sed.” Is this the language of mercy ? is 
this the gospel of peace ? is this the “‘ better 
covenant, established upon better promis- 
es?” Did the angels say this, when they 
proclaimed good news to the shepherds on 
the plains of Bethlehem ? Did God preach 
this gospel to Abraham, when he said, *‘ In 
thee, and in thy seed, shall ax nations 
be blessed” ? We say boldly and fearlessly, 
that if the Creator foresaw, that any of his 
creatures, under any combination of circum- 
stances, would Le exposed to an ‘‘ eternity 
of unmingled wretchedness,”’ it was not an 
act of goodness to call them into being.— 
Greater goodness would it be in God, to 
have allowed them to remain a non entity, 
than to allow them to be exposed to an eter- 
nity of sinning and suffering. Let this spi- 
ritual doctor show from the Bible, that any 
were ever exposed to an ‘“‘ eternity of an- 
guish, without mitigation and without end,”’ 
and we will abandon our views to-morrow. 
The supposition that any individual, will 
suffer an ‘‘ eternity of unmingled wretched- 
ness,’’ cannot be maintained either by anal- 
ogy, scripture, or reason. It supposes an 
effect, without any adequate cause. No 
stream can rise higher than its fountain---- 
neither can any effect be greater than the 
cause which produces it. All our powers 
and facuiies being limited, our acts must 
be Limited, and the recompense also, if eve- 
ry man is rewarded according to his work. 


‘* Sinners, the voice of God regard, 
Tis mercy speaks to-day ; 

He calls you by his sovereign word, 
From sin’s destructive way. 


** Like the rough sea that cannot rest, 
You live devoid of peace ; 

A thousand stings within your breast, 
Deprive your souls of peace.” 

Thus, in their own words can we defend 
the JUSTICE of God, in recompensing the 
sinner ‘* IN THE EARTH.” Vice is its 
own avenger, and sin is§ its own punish- 
ment. When, and where we sin, then and 
these we are tormented. 
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THE SABBATH EVE. 


How calmly sinks the parting sun ! 
Yet twilight lingers still, 
And beautiful as dreams of heaven 
Tis slumbering on the hill ; 
Earth sleeps with all her glorious things 
Beneath the holy spirit’s wings, 
And, rendering back the hues above, 
Seems resting in a trance of love. 


Mysterious music from the pines 
O’er yon dark rocks reclined, 
Falls, like the whispered words of peace 
Upon the heavenly mind ; 
And winds, with pinions steeped in dew, 
Breathe gently, as if stealing through 
From Eden’s bowers, they came to bless 
rhe spirit with their holiness. 
And yonder glittering throng of clouds 
Retiring from the sky, 
So calmly move, so sweetly glow, 
They seem to fancy’s eye 
Bright creatures of a better sphere 
Come down at noon to worship here. 
And from that sacrifice of love 
Returning tothe home above. 
© 
The blue isles of the golden sea, 
The night-arch floating high, 
The flowers that gaze upon the heavens, 
The bright streams leaping by, 
Are living with religion—deep 
Its glories on the waters sleep, 
And mingle with the moon’s pale rays, 
Like the soft lights of parted days. 
The spirit of the holy eve 
Comes through the silent air 
To feeling’s hidden spring, and wakes 
‘The gush of music there ; 
And the far depths of either beam 
So passing fair, we almost dream 
That we can rise and wander through 
Their open paths of trackless blue. 
Mach soul is filled with glorious dreams, 
Each pulse is beating wild, 
And thought is soaring to the shrine 
Of glory undefiled. 
And holy inspirations start 
Forth from the temple of the heart, 
And chain—for earth’s dark ties are riven, 
Our spirits to the gates of heaven. 
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NOTICE 

The former Editor of the Inquirer 
announces to his Patrons, that his 
services are engaged for the New- 
York Gospel Herald, and that he will 
be happy to see their names on the 
list, assubscribers. He will soon issue 
a prospectus, for a semi-monthly pub- 
lication, which will compete with any 
in the country for beauty and taste, 
devoted to Miscellany, and the doc- 
trine of Divine benevolence. 

RUSSEL CANFIELD. 

New-York, Jan. 13, 1829. 

Agents who have acted for the In- 
quirer, are requested also to act for 


| the Gospel Herald, and those to whom 


the Herald is sent, are requested to 
return the paper immediately, unless 


‘they choose to become subscribers. 


Editors who are friendly to the cause of 
truth, are requested to insert the above. 


R.C. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

‘** HONESTUS” is received. We have 
no disposition to enter into a controversy 
upon this subject. If Mr. K. believes the 
scriptures to be ‘* no more ho/y than a house 
or a garment,” why does he continue to 
preach from them ? Several communications 
are necessarily postponed until our next. 


DIED, 

In this city, Mr. Richard Trested, aged 
30, one of the Trustees of the Second Uni- 
versalist Society. His loss will long be re- 
gretted by all who knew his many virtues. 





NOTICE. 

The Editor will preach at the Universalist 
Church, in Prince street, Sunday afternoon 
and evening. The subject for Sunday even- 
ing, Jan. 25, will be the evidences of the 
Christian religion. _ 

—f-—— 
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other Saturday, by A. C. THOMAS, at No.6 
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